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PREFACE. 



This Paper was read before the Harveian Society 
on the 15th of April. An interesting discussion 
followed, in which the President, Dr. Broadbent, 
and other Members took part. 

As the subject was one of some importance, it was 
then suggested that the Paper should be published. 

It was also discussed at the next Meeting of the 
Society, May 6th, when a Member who had been 
present at the reading of the Paper stated that he 
had treated two patients successfully by the means I 
had adopted, but that he had foimd in other cases 
great pain and sometimes haemorrhage resulting 
from the treatment. This must have been caused, I 
think, by applying the current stronger than is 
necessary, for 1 have never myself seen anything of 
the kind as a sequence of Faradisation carefully 
applied to the membrana tympani, although I have 
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treated a great number of patients in this way 
during the last six months, both in Hospital and in 
private practice. It is gratifying to find, however, 
that others have carried out my suggestion success- 
fully. The President at this Meeting again requested 
that my Paper should be published : I therefore 
present it, however imperfect it may be, to my 
professional brethren. 



GEORGE P. FIELD. 



Lower Sbymoue Street, 
PoRTMAN Square. 
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distressing as in the others, and they yielded as 
readily to Faradisation. 

The next case is that of A. F., aet. 24 : has been 
deaf 14 years, with constant noise in her ears, which 
she says is like a steamer on the water, is very 
horrid, and so bad that she dreads to go to bed. 
Hears watch 2 inches right side, 3 inches left ; 
tuning fork best in left. Here there was on both 
sides great concavity of membranes, with partial 
closure of Eustachian tubes, and fluid in tympanum. 
Faradisation was of great service ; I applied it daily 
for a week. The steamer stopped, and has never 
gone on again. I saw her two months afterwards, 
and she has never had any return of the noise. 
I saw her last Tuesday, and she said, " I am now 
quite free from noise of any kind." 

Mr. M., 28, who has suffered from chronic 
aural catarrh for 8 years, with deafness and severe 
tinnitus aurium, brought on from swimming imder 
water ; has unnatural concavity of both membranes, 
and when he first consulted me both Eustachian 
tubes were impervious. I constantly passed the 
Eustachian catheter; this treatment had a very 
beneficial effect on his hearing, but the noise re- 
mained. 

Describes a sound " Uke a railway whistle heard 
coming into a station from a tunnel ;" another sound 
like blowing in a bottle, and both noises are con- 
stantly going on. 
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require necessarily a much longer period of time than 
that I have had at my disposal this evening. 

On the other hand, the kindness and courtesy 
which members of the Harveian Society invariably 
show to those who strive to do their best, must always 
help one materially in reading a paper here. This 
patience and kind attention you have bestowed on 
me this evening, and I thank you for it. 



BAKBItOM AND lOM, Pr.UfTCM IK* O&DINi^T rff Bxi ViufEHti," tVt^AKXItl'B 



LANE. 



1 • •• 


• 


.• < 


• • • 




« • • 




• • 


• • * « 


• • 


• . 


• • 






» •• 


*• • 


•• '•• 


• • 




• •• 




• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


V • • 


• . • 


• * 


•..: 






• • • 


• • • • 


•' • « 


• • 


• « 


• • « 4 


* • • • 




• • » • • 



